Minutes of Annual Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 20th May 2026 Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Councillors Julian Sleath, Wayne Harding, Neil Bates, Karen Dunwoodie, Wendy Robinson and Clerk Julie Sleath.  District Cllr Simon Myers (part meeting), PSO Robbie Kirkbride and PC Jane Carpenter (part meeting), plus several members of the public and KLCH Operations Director Damion Edwards.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Chairman Julian Sleath opened the meeting at 7:53pm following an extended Annual Parish Meeting

Election of Chair and Vice Chair and Declarations of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Harding proposed Cllr Sleath as Chairman. Cllr Dunwoodie seconded. All voted in favour.

Cllr Sleath accepted and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office. 
Cllr Sleath proposed Cllr Harding as Vice Chairman. Cllr Bates seconded. All voted in favour.

Cllr Harding accepted and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office. 
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wed 12 March 2025 were approved and signed
2. Apologies received from Cllr Sophie Lemal, and PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman.
3. To record members’ interests: no changes reported 
4. Public Participation: Cllr Sleath gave an explanation of how Public Participation worked to facilitate residents in raising issues regarding a recent reduction in Bus Services by Kirkby Lonsdale Coach Hire (KLCH). Once questions had been asked, KLCH would be allowed to respond and then the rest of the meeting must continue.
5. Village Matters: 

5.1 Concerns re reduction in 580 bus services  Agenda Item 5.5 brought forward:
Angie Pedley commenced questions, to be addressed by KLCH Operations Director Damion Edwards. 

* Why has the 580 bus timetable reduced and not others?

* How much does KLCH receive from North Yorks Council (NYC) for bus passes used?

* Why do TransDev and Stagecoach services differ?

* Are the service reductions temporary or permanent?

* Why have there been such poor PR updates and why the lack of information from the outset?

* The first bus to Skipton is often late. Why?

Trevor Metcalfe then asked further questions 

* How is the service to Hawes funded, why is this service given priority, and why have services on this route been increased?

* Why cut an essential service to 2 hourly. The closing Post Office will impact severely on bus users.

Eunice Horsfield then asked – Why are telephone calls not answered at KLCH on a Saturday?

Damion Edwards responded. Initial introduction made confirming his 2.5 years at KLCH. The business was not in a good state at this time. It needed stability and a recovery of government monies owed. This was at that stage more important than passengers and drivers. 

In answer to questions, DE confirmed that the office was not always staffed so often calls went unanswered, however if buses were running late the KLCH APP and Website were always kept updated. Guidance states that buses are allowed to be up to 1 minute early and up to 15 minutes late.

Buses to Skipton and back have always had priority.

Route cancellation to Grange was made (completely) as this route was not making any money, but this made more services available elsewhere.
Hellifield average numbers are 226 per month. The 3 bus services cancelled had on average between them 11 passengers per day getting on in Hellifield – not enough for a commercially viable service.   The Hellifield Post Office closing is not a matter for KLCH to address. 
NYC offer no funding to KLCH, and pay the sum of £1.98 per pass used – irrespective of distance travelled. With fuel at £1.57 per litre, removal of 3 trips to Hellifield  made a saving of £3750/month.

This service is currently making no profit given that £20000 has recently been spent on legally required  updates.

TransDev and Stagecoach work on different business models, and have due to their size ability to ‘hedge’ against fuel price rises.
The mayor holds the purse strings. KLCH is a commercial business and is trying to give a reliable service to Hellifield. Residents may have to work with them to adapt / change their travel requirements . 

The Traffic Commission oversees bus companies and can take action for any failures. KLCH have to apply to them for approval for any changes to services. 
Email sent in advance was addressed : Why has our service been reduced and no other bus route serviced by KLB?

Many different reasons have been given from NYC only paying 1.75 per person using their bus pass, others informed it's 1.50?? People were given different accounts why suddenly we had a 2 hourly service, ranging from school holidays, drivers not turning up, drivers sacked, fuel cost too high, no storage for fuel required to fuel shortages.

Most queries answered above apart from the driver and fuel queries. No drivers have been sacked and yes occasionally do not turn up so cover has to be moved around as there are no spare drivers. The first and last buses are always run. Prices in large companies can be hedged but KLCH are a small company and cannot hedge prices. Minimal fuel storage is available at KLCH depot.

With only 11 people per day leaving Hellifield on the cancelled services, less than £22 is recovered from NYC for the passes used. Damion confirmed that KLCH will put the buses back on if possible, but without increased numbers this would not happen. Use it or Lose it is the message.
Further follow-up questions were allowed:

Q: What can be done to put pressure on Mayor / NYC to assist?

A: no pressure from KLCH will help. They are trying to liaise with Dalesbus and the Mayor to review the rural services, as a different fee structure based on the percentage of miles covered would benefit KLCH (e.g. Transdev only do town centre so mileage is limited against KLCH mileage)

Q: KLCH seem to have their priorities wrong. Dalesbus put on extra buses when needed

A: Dalesbus is tourism based however there have been no extra buses put on the KLCH Ribblehead to Ingleton route which is run with 1 bus and 1 driver.
Q: How is the service run with so few passengers per day? This does not appear viable. What are numbers on the overall route?

A: Peak time services are catered for. There are 6383 passengers per month. With the reduced bus service the numbers have only dropped by 100. 
5.2 To receive any reports of antisocial behaviour - No reports of antisocial behaviour 
5.3 To receive updates from NYCC Police on crime - read out by PC Jane Carpenter: 

Annual Report –Hellifield - 14.05.25 & 17.05.26 - 179 reported incidents

84 - Reports include – General Admin from other Police force, General Admin from other agencies, Safeguarding, Firearms admin, wanted, probation, Sudden Death, Civil dispute, abandon calls/ hoax, abandon vehicles, Highway disruption – flooding, recovery, broken down vehicles, horse & bow top caravans, parking, cattle, offal on road, dogs of lead & we care scheme

12 – Burglaries, theft of moped, theft electricity, quad, trailer, diesel, theft from person & property, taxi fare, cannabis grow

26 - Concern for safety/welfare/missing– checks carried out by police, ambulance, family & friends, Missing persons

11 - Crime Violence, domestic, sexual, harassment, dog bite

11 – ASB Nuisance, vehicle, personal, neighbour dispute, egg throwing, dog worrying lambs

3 – Criminal Damage – vehicles, wing mirror

23 - Road Traffic collisions

11 - Road Related offence –all over road, suspect drink/drug driving, documents, vehicle seized, Op Snap

9 – Suspect circumstances – vehicles, persons taking photos, milkman, lights, fraud – online/banking, found quad, lease vehicle recovered

Monthly Report: 47 incidents reported to the Police in Hellifield between 08.03.26 & 17.05.26

Reports include – Police admin, other police force, Firearms admin, Highway disruption – flooding A682, vehicle recovery, parking, lease vehicle seized, sudden death, online stalking, Harassment, Domestic dispute, Suspect persons – layby Hellifield – checked in order, Road related offence – manner of driving, animal concerns cows A65 & ASB Nuisance/personal/vehicle 

19 Reports – Concern for welfare/safety /missing – joint partnership working

20.03.26 - RTC – 2 vehicle – Wenningber

01.04.26 - RTC – single vehicle – A65

28.04.26 – RTC – 2 vehicles – A682

15.05.26 - Stolen vehicle recovery – other police force

Question raised by resident – data from the speed camera is sent monthly to NYP with no response. PC Carpenter confirmed she will take this away and deal with it. 

5.4 Clerk’s actions (condensed list) from last meeting cascaded to Councillors pre meeting and have been further condensed for the minutes. No queries required: Documents and emails actioned and managed and stored. WI tree planted and message sent re closure. Allotments finances completed and gate replacement authorised. Call for Sites actions prep work commenced. Litter Pick finalised. Lights and road requirements to NYC. Milestone prep work finalised. Volunteer for work sourced. Considerable AGAR work done to meet the requirements of new Internal Auditor. Policies and procedures updated / cascaded.
Salaries / Payments etc records all completed for 2 months. Minutes and Agendas prepped and printed for 2 x Annual meetings. 
5.5 EV Charging in village – a response from NYC was received regarding HPC latest request for EV Charging points and previously identified locations. Their Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) plans are currently on hold due to lack of funding and changes to the market since commencement of the scheme in 2024.
5.6 North Yorks Local Plan –HPC seeking views and concerns across the village relating to each site identified by landowners for potential development. As NYC have reopened their Call For Sites for a further 6 weeks there is still time for preparation of potential action. A preliminary report has been prepared by Cllr Robinson on the Station Road location, identifying in particular several trees that may benefit from Tree Preservation Orders. Cllr Robinson will look into this, and other Councillors should continue to seek views of residents local to any of the sites already identified.
6. Council Matters 
6.1 Allotments – all allotments are full and annual fees now paid. The new gate is expected to be completed shortly. 
6.2 Playgrounds – Tyres collected around Station Road playground have been disposed of.

6.3 Section 106 monies update  Cllr Simon Myers is still working on this with NYC
6.4 Milestone marker renovation update – Planning permission now granted and Josephine Holroyde will commence refurbishment when there is a stable period of warm weather. Paints paid for by Andrew Crabtree and Josephine will do all of the work, hoping to start on Bank Hol Monday 25 May. 
6.5 Full Asset Review completed in March – no further action needed

6.6 Dates for January and March 2027 HPC meetings (agreed: 13 Jan and 10 March) 

6.7 Policies and Procedures – following Audit guidance and the main review in March 

a) Standing Orders. Agreement proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Robinson and all in favour. 
b) Financial regulations. Agreement proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Robinson and all in favour. 
c) Publication Scheme policy updated to include charge rates. Agreement proposed by Cllr Sleath, Seconded by Cllr Robinson and all in favour. 
d) Financial Risk Assessment document proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Sleath and all in favour. 
7. Report from District Councillor, Simon Myers. 
I await a date for the work to be done to the potholes at the top of Station Road. I may even have it before the meeting. I suspect that if I had £10 for every email I have sent over this, not to mention meetings in Harrogate, it would more than pay for the work.

I have just spoken to Highways and should have an update in time for the Parish Council Meeting.

In an attempt to circumvent one of the other long running frustrations in Hellifield, I have decided that waiting for this S. 106 money in order to refurbish the Playgrounds is not delivering in view of the urgent need for this work.

I have raised the issue with Officers responsible for Sports development and Active Wellbeing and am hopeful that they will put together a scheme which will allow us to bid for funds from the YNY Combined Authority. 

I received a very eloquent letter last week from a 10 year old resident concerning the state of the Playground and will push forward on this so that he and his friends are not disappointed. I am sure that Officers will engage with the Parish Council and residents before putting anything forward.
8. Correspondence:
8.1 EV Charging Point – response from NYC, see above item 5.4

8.2 Thank you letter from St Aidans for donation
9. Street Lighting: 
· Lancs and Yorks Terrace (repair invoice still outstanding).
· Light to remove at end of East View

· Light out at end of Gisburn Road
10. Highways: Manhole cover loose outside the BT box by the Bus Stop in centre of village. Reported to NYC and work number received so action may be forthcoming.
11. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
a) PROPOSAL: Painting of cast metal front to milestone marker. LOCATION: Milestone Marker The Rockeries (A65) Kendal Road Hellifield BD23 4EY. APPLICANT: Hellifield Parish Council North Yorkshire Council, have resolved to GRANT LISTED BUILDING CONSENT Subject to Conditions

b) Application No: 26/00987/FUL. PROPOSAL: Full planning permission for subdivision of first floor maisonette flat to form 3.no flatted dwellings including installation of windows, rooflights, external

staircase and associated bin store LOCATION: Old Co-op Hall Main Road Hellifield BD23 4JY
c) Application No: 26/01501/FUL. PROPOSAL: Full planning permission for formation of outdoor riding area (personal use) and erection of boundary enclosures and floodlights including

erection of timber shed and stable block (part retrospective) LOCATION: Nappa Manor Barn Nappa Farm To River Ribble, Nappa BD23 4LT 
d) Application No: 26/01999/FUL PROPOSAL: Householder consent for single-storey rear extension, installation of an external canopy, and internal alterations LOCATION: Sycamore House 1 Gallaber Farm Kendal Road To Gallaber Farm. BD23 4HS
e) Temporary Tree Preservation Order Granted - TPO NO. 18/2026 (CRA) Green Farm, Gisburn Road, Hellifield BD23 4LA (see full list)

f) Temporary Tree Preservation Order Granted - TPO NO. 20/2026 (CRA) Green Farm, Gisburn Road, Hellifield BD23 4LA (see full list)

g) Temporary Tree Preservation Order Granted - TPO NO. 21/2026 (CRA) Green Farm, Gisburn Road, Hellifield BD23 4LA (see full list)

Council to consider letter of support to NYC Planning for taking the proactive action in f, g and h above, and to ask for orders to be made permanent.
12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers and
donations. 
a. To sign payments and receipts schedules for March and April 2026.
b. Governance Statements and Accounts on the Annual Return (AGAR Audit) for submission to external auditor were approved. Prior to HPC’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) being sent to the External Auditors for review, an internal audit must be undertaken. This has now been completed by Elkerlodge Services, HPC’s new internal auditor; however, the Governance Statement must be completed and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk at this meeting, and approved by the Council before submission (cascaded pre- meeting). Approval proposed by Cllr Harding and seconded by Cllr Robinson. All voted in favour. 
c. Internal Auditor Report was approved following cascade pre-meeting. Approval proposed by Cllr Sleath, seconded by Cllr Dunwoodie and all voted in favour.
d. To Approve fees for publication of documents 2026 based on £25 per hour plus £0.15 per sheet (within the Publication Scheme policy see 6.7c) Agreement proposed by Cllr Sleath, Seconded by Cllr Robinson and all voted in favour. 
13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings.  None put forward.
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wednesday July 29th 7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council –May 2026

